Legal Effects of Arraignments


Arraignment has a number of legal consequences that both parties need to consider.

“Arraignment” is defined in RCM 904 as the reading of the charges and specifications to the accused and calling upon him to plead.  When the accused has been arraigned:

1) The speedy trial clock under RCM 707 stops (RCM 707(a) and 707(b)(1)). 

2) No additional charges may be referred to that court-martial without the consent of the accused (RCM 601(e)(2)).

3) No changes – even minor ones – can be made to the charges and specifications without the permission of the military judge (RCM 603(c)).

4) The accused could be tried in absentia (RCM 804(b)(1)).


Although the entry of the plea is NOT part of the arraignment, certain motions must be made before the entry of pleas; failure to do so results in waiver (RCM 905(b) and 905(e)).

