Something a little different:

SUBJECT:  Humor in the MCM

1.  As we more experienced (and older) judge advocates fade into the sunset, it's appropriate that younger judge advocates appreciate the subtle humor injected into the MCM when it underwent a major overhaul in 1984.  Although a joint service project, you have to understand that the Army was the Executive Agent (and still is) for the MCM.  Being the Executive Agent allowed the Army to poke some fun at the Navy and Air Force in the index to the MCM.  The index to the current MCM continues the tradition.

2.  Poking fun at the Navy:  In the index, there are two entries for "Ship."  One refers the reader to see "Carrier;" the other to "Vessel."  When the reader refers to "Carrier," the index refers the reader to "see Boat."  When one refers to "Boat," the index refers the reader back to "see Ship." (An endless circle!)  So, despite what the Navy says, we have proof that a ship (to include an aircraft carrier) is a boat. 

3.  Poking fun at the Air Force:  In the index, when you look under "Aircraft." the index indicates "see Jet."  Under "Jet," it refers the reader to "see Plane."  Under "Plane," the index refers the reader again to "see Aircraft."  Another endless circle that does not help the reader find any reference for any of those terms!  

4.  Another one that makes little sense (and one I do not know the history behind):  Look at the MCM index under "Office hours."  It says, "See Nonjudicial Punishment," which when you look, has nothing under it concerning "office hours" and, as far as I know, NJP has nothing to do with office hours.  I guess it means that if you believe in working regular "office hours" in the military, then most likely you are going to wind up facing nonjudicial punishment!

The bottom-line:  If the MCM can have a sense of humor, you should also.  Find enjoyment in what you are doing! 

P.S.

COL Ken Clevenger, Chief Circuit Judge, 5th Circuit, informed me that I missed the boat on "office hours."  It seems that "office hours" is a common term in the Marine Corps for nonjudicial punishment.  So, if inquiring minds want to know -- ask a Marine about why it's called "office hours."

