Courtroom Rules

(Per Rules of Practice Before Army Courts-Martial, 15 Sep 09)

Unless otherwise indicated, courts-martial are open to the public and spectators are encouraged to attend. However, parents are cautioned that testimony in some cases may be unavoidably graphic, vulgar and/or obscene.

To facilitate the dignified and formal atmosphere of courts-martial, the following items / activities are 
PROHIBITED in the courtroom:

· Firearms or weapons (except as approved by the Military Judge)
· Food (including gum) or beverages (other than water)
· Smoking
· Cell phones, radios, pagers, iPods, BlackBerrys or similar devices (unless completely turned off)
· Photography, including video or sound recordings
· Television or radio broadcasts
· Activities that disrupt or disturb court proceedings, including:
· Sleeping
· Talking or loud whispering
· Audible or visible responses to court-martial activities
Noncompliance can result in exclusion 
and/or citation for contempt

