Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about the Judge Advocate Student Loan Repayment Program 

Eligibility

1.  Who is eligible for the Judge Advocate Student Loan Repayment Program (JASLRP)? 

Individuals are eligible for the JASLRP when they access as a Judge Advocate in the Regular Army (AC) Judge Advocate General’s Corps for the first time and agree to an initial active duty service obligation (ADSO) of four years; comply with other accession requirements into the JAGC outlined in AR 27-1, Chapter 13; maintain the highest levels of ethical, professional, and personal conduct; moral behavior; and legal proficiency; and have qualifying loans.  Acts that constitute a failure to adhere to these standards, as determined by The Judge Advocate General (TJAG), may result in disqualification from or termination of the JASLRP.
2.  I’m a RC officer accessing into the RA JAGC for the first time.  Am I eligible?


An officer from another component accessing into the Regular Army (AC) for the first time, is eligible if the officer (1LT, CPT or MAJ) applies for JASLRP within 90 days of accession into the Regular Army (AC) JAGC.  During the loan repayment period, the officer will continue to receive loan repayments in accordance with this program if the officer is promoted to major.

3.  I’m a FLEP.  Am I eligible?


No.

4.  I’m a current Judge Advocate.  Am I eligible?


No.  This program only applies to Judge Advocates accessed after 29 May 2009.

5.  I’m a National Guard or Reserve officer.  Am I eligible?


No.  The current program applies to officers accessing into the Regular Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps as of now.

Eligible Loans

6.  What type of loans are eligible?


The Army is authorized to repay the following educational loans: (1)  Any loan made, insured, or guaranteed under part B of title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. § 1071 et seq.); (2)  Any loan made under part D of such title (the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program, 20 U.S.C. § 1087a et seq.); (3)  Any loan under part E of such title (20 U.S.C. § 1087aa et seq); or (4)  Any loan incurred for educational purposes made by a lender that is – (a)  An agency or instrumentality of a State; (b)  A financial or credit institution (including an insurance company) that is subject to examination and supervision by an agency of the United States or any State; (c)  A pension fund approved by the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness for the purposes of this program; or (d)  A non-profit entity designated by a State, regulated by such State, and approved by the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness for the purposes of this program.

7.  Who gets the money – me or the lender?


The repayment goes directly to the lender.

8.  Can I quit paying my loans because of JASLRP once I sign up for the program or during the payment years of the program?

Not usually.  Only loans that are in good standing qualify for the JASLRP.  Good standing, as defined by the officer’s lender, commonly means that the loans are regularly paid or are properly deferred or in forbearance.  The loans must not be in default.  

9.  Can I use JASLRP to repay undergraduate loans?


Yes.  It may be used to pay for law school loans or undergraduate loans.  The qualifying loans must be educational.  If there is a question as to the educational purpose of the loan, the burden is on the officer to provide loan qualification information to the Chief, PPTO.

10.  Can I use JASLRP to repay my spouse’s law school or other debts?


No.  JASLRP can repay only debts in YOUR NAME and for loans incurred for the use of the contracting individual. 
11.  My loans are currently deferred.  Do they qualify?


Yes.  If you have properly deferred your loans and they are in good standing with the lenders, then they qualify for JASLRP.

12.  My loans are in default.  Can the Army pay these loans?


No.  The loans must not be in default.  The U.S. Army cannot assume the loans and it is the officer’s responsibility to coordinate with the loan holders to ensure the loans remain in good standing.

13.  What if I have more than $65,000 in student loans?


The most the Army will pay is $65,000 over the three years of repayment.

14.  Can I add new loans to my loan repayment program once I’ve sent in my application?


No.  Upon executing the oath as a Judge Advocate into the Regular Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps (DA Form 71) (JAGC entry date), no additional loan amounts may be added to the potential loan repayment amount.
15.  Can I reconsolidate my loans after I’ve applied for JASLRP?


Restructuring and consolidation of loans is acceptable as long as the new information is forwarded to PPTO, and all the loans are in the name of the officer who is legally responsible for payment of the loan.

16.  Does JASLRP pay interest and principal?


No, interest, including interest recapitalized into the principal, will not be repaid.  Only principal will be repaid.
17.  Will JASLRP make up for past payments I already made?


Past payments to lenders cannot be reimbursed.

18.  I’m confused by the “33-1/3 percent or $1500, whichever is greater” language.  What does that mean?

It means that of your total loans, the Army will pay 1/3 of the amount (minus interest) the first year, another 1/3 the second year, and the last 1/3 your third year.  If you have over $65,000, then it will be 1/3 of $65,000 the first year and again for two more years afterwards.  The least amount the Army will pay is $1500.  For our Judge Advocates, they rarely have such small loan amounts for the “whichever is greater” clause to apply.  For example, if you only had $4000 in student loans, the Army would pay $1500 the first year, $1500 the second year, and $1000 the third year instead of 1/3, 1/3, 1/3.

Process

19.  How do I apply for JASLRP?



(1)  Upon arrival at BOLC III (Charlottesville phase) of JAOBC, a PPTO representative will brief you on JASLRP and have you fill out the JASLRP application.



(2)  The Associate Dean of The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School (TJAGLCS) will sign your application verifying that you are attending the JAOBC, and are not currently flagged or subject to adverse action.  Note that all substantive questions about this program should be addressed to the POC in paragraph 5 below. 


(3)  Prior to graduation from BOLC III, the Chief, PPTO will review the applications and sign the acceptance block.



(4)  Ten months after the Regular Army JAGC entry date, you will be contacted by PPTO to initiate the request for your first payment using the JAOIP Form 1.  


(5)  If you have been on active duty for 11 months, are a JASLRP participant, and have not heard from PPTO after submitting a JAOIP Form 1, you should contact PPTO.

20.  When are the loan payments made?

Payments are made after the first, second and third anniversary of your entry onto active duty.  
Other Aspects

21.  Are the loan repayments to the lenders taxable income to me?


Repayments are subject to federal (25%) and applicable state income taxes in the year repayments are made.  The Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) will send the Soldier a W-2 form (1099) separate from the W-2 received for military pay.  

22.  Are the loan repayments taxable in a combat zone?

The payments are taxable subject only to the combat zone tax exclusion rules for officers.  Any portion of the student loan repayment that is attributable to time served in the combat zone is tax free subject to these limitations.

23.  How does this affect the Post 9/11 GI Bill entitlements?


The time served during the repayment of loans under JASLRP is not qualifying time for purposes of establishing eligibility for the Post 9/11 GI Bill.
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