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Brigadier General Jackie L. Thompson, Jr., United States Army, 
is the Chief Defense Counsel, Military Commissions Defense 
Organization.  Prior to assuming his current duty, he has served 

as the Chief of the United States Army Trial Defense Service, Staff Judge Advocate for 
Fort Benning, Georgia; the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for US Army Europe, 
Wiesbaden, FRG; the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for US Army Central Command, 
Shaw AFB, SC; the Southeast Regional Defense Counsel, Fort Bragg, NC; the Officer in 
Charge of Operational Law, Mission Command Training Program, Fort Leavenworth, KS; 
and as a Brigade Judge Advocate, Fort Carson, CO.   

Brigadier General Thompson’s earlier developmental military assignments include 
service as the Chief of Administrative Law and Chief of Justice at Fort Jackson, SC; 
Senior Defense Counsel for US forces in Northern Iraq; Training Officer for the US Army 
Trial Defense Service in Arlington, VA; and as Trial Counsel, Legal Assistance, and Tax 
Attorney at Fort Sam Houston, TX.   

Brigadier General Thompson has three combat deployments for OPERATION IRAQI 
FREEDOM and INHERENT RESOLVE.  He also served as an enlisted Military Policeman 
in the Illinois National Guard prior to entering active duty service.   

Brigadier General Thompson graduated from Illinois State University in 1993 with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice, Juris Doctor Degree from Northern Illinois 
University School of Law in 1997, an LL.M. in Military Law from the US Army Judge 
Advocate Legal Center and School in 2007.  He is also a 2010 graduate of the US Army 
Command and General Staff College and holds a Master’s Degree in National Security 
Studies from the US Army War College.  He is married to Kenya Thompson and they 
have two children, Addisyn (8) and Micaiah (7). 


