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Progress Report for the VA and DoD Disability Evaluation System Pilot 
By: CPT Daniel Wilmoth (September 2010)

Throughout the history of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), two main issues hindered the Department’s ability to serve Veterans in a timely manner:  the number of Veterans filing disability claims with the VA and a number of wounded and injured Veterans that fell through the cracks after leaving the service without obtaining Department of Defense (DoD) or VA benefits.  
The violent and costly wars in Afghanistan and Iraq only escalated these issues.  In response to the number of wounded Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans leaving the service, the VA and DoD announced in November of 2007 a pilot program that would merge the Disability Evaluation Systems of DoD and VA for Wounded Warriors transitioning out of the service.  The ideas behind this pilot program were to give the service member a single medical evaluation, a single disability rating, and the ability to receive disability compensation in a timely manner as they transitioned out of the service.  
The initial pilot program was implemented at military and VA medical facilities in the D.C. area focusing on Wounded Warriors who were retiring or exiting the service due to disability.  The implementation was an immediate success and met with much praise from Veterans advocacy groups.  Two and a half years later, the program is still in its pilot stage but has expanded to include VA medical facilities and military installations throughout the country.  Fort Meade and Fort Belvoir, as well as the National Capital Region Medical facilities, are participating in the pilot program.  Although the initial program focused on Wounded Warriors, the expansion allows nearly all service members retiring or exiting the service to participate in the program.  To date, close to 6000 service members have participated in the program.  The DoD and VA plan to continue to expand the program as its success continues.  
While the Fort Meade Legal Assistance Office (LAO) cannot directly aid the service member in the process to receive a medical evaluation or disability rating, we are prepared to make sure the service member and their family have the correct contact information for those that can help them as they retire or exit the service.  The Fort Meade LAO is committed to doing its part in ensuring that the DoD and VA are not leaving anyone behind.  Should you have any questions concerning a medical evaluation or disability rating, please call the Fort Meade Legal Assistance Office and make an appointment to speak with an attorney.  The number is (301) 677-9536/9504.
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