MOS 27D
Paralegal Noncommissioned Officer (TDS) (E5/E6)
Paralegal NCO (TDS):  Serves at the Trial Defense Services (TDS) office, providing legal support to defense counsel who represent Soldiers at General and Special Courts-Martial, Article 32 hearings, pre-trial confinement hearings, UCMJ proceedings, and before administrative boards.  Paralegal NCOs working in TDS offices manage the schedules of the defense counsel, assist with witness interviews, and manage all office matters.  The Paralegal NCO (TDS) is a member of either a Regional or Trial Defense team.  The Regional Trial Defense team consists of a Regional Defense Counsel (RDC – usually an O5), Senior Defense Counsel (SDC – usually an O4) and a Paralegal NCO (usually an E6).  A Trial Defense Services team usually consists of one SDC, up to three Defense Counsel (usually in the grade of O3), and a Paralegal NCO (usually an E5).  
Recommended time in Operational Assignment:  24-36 months.
Promotion:  Primary/Secondary Zones of consideration are announced at DA prior to board.

Retention Control Point:  E5 - 13 years, 15 years in promotable status.           
E6 - 20 years, 26 years in promotable status.
Other Schools and College Courses:  Law for Paralegal NCO Course (Resident at The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School) Trial Defense Services Course, Introduction to Criminal Law , Legal Research, English Composition, Introduction to Personnel Management, Behavioral Science, Technical Writing, Microsoft Windows and Microsoft Office, RC On Sites, Automated Legal Research, and Forensic Evidence.
Civilian Education Goals:  Enrollment in ABA Approved Paralegal Degree Certification Program; Associates Degree in Paralegal Studies, Criminal Justice, Computer Science; pursuing Bachelors degree in Paralegal Studies, Criminal Justice, Management, Human Resources, and Liberal Arts.
