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The Playbook

There are a few essential publications that should be saved to any defense paralegal's computer "desktop."  The current Manual for Courts-Martial and Military Judges' Benchbook are obvious.  One not-so-obvious essential publication is the two-volume Criminal Law Deskbook published annually by The Judge Advocate General's Legal Center and School (TJAGLCS).  The first volume deals with the procedure of courts-martial (for example preferral, Article 32s, and referral) while the second volume deals with crimes and defenses.  Let's call those three publications "The Playbook."

Now, here is where 27Ds can help with the research process.  A 27A could say to her paralegal, "Give me the playbook on substantial incapacitation cases."

The 27D would say, "Certainly, ma'am."  The 27D would know from experience that this means the relevant pages from the MCM, Benchbook, and TJAGLCS Criminal Law Deskbook printed out, put into a file, and delivered to the 27A.

Here's what "The Playbook" for substantial incapacitation might include:

1.  MCM, pages IV-68 through IV-84.  (This is Article 120 from the MCM. "The Playbook" could be defined differently here according to local practice.  Some might want the specific pages that have anything to do with substantial incapacitation.  Some might want the whole article.)

2.  Benchbook, pages 458 through 545.  (Again, different lawyers and paralegals could have different definitions here. Printing 100 pages is a lot.)

3.  Deskbook, Volume II, pages 4-22 through 4-30.

"The Playbook" would provide a research baseline for the 27A.  Everyone should know that this isn't a be-all and end-all.  (This year alone there have been substantial developments in the world of substantial incapacitation cases.)  It is just a way to get started.

