
Different Types of BAH  

There are several types of BAH to satisfy various housing situations that occur among 

military members. In general, the amount of BAH you receive depends on your location, pay 

grade, and whether you have dependents. Under most circumstances, you receive BAH for 

the location where you are assigned, not where you live. Additionally, you may be entitled 

to some BAH amounts if you are residing separately from your dependents. This occurs in 

situations involving unaccompanied overseas tours or having a dependent child that resides 

with a former spouse. The rules regarding these situations can become quite complex. 

Consult your Finance Office if you are in one of these situations. Each type of BAH is 
described below.  

BAH With Dependents and BAH Without Dependents 

A member with permanent duty within the 50 United States, who is not furnished 

government housing, is eligible for Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH), based on the 

member's dependency status at the permanent duty ZIP Code. A member stationed 

overseas, including U.S. protectorates, who is not furnished government housing, is eligible 

for Overseas Housing Allowance (OHA) based on the member's dependency status. If a 

member is serving an UNACCOMPANIED overseas tour, the member is eligible for BAH at 

the "with dependents" rate, based on the dependent's US residence ZIP Code, plus OHA at 

the "without dependents" rate, if the member is not furnished government housing 
overseas. 

Partial BAH 

A member without dependents who is living in government quarters is entitled to a Partial 

BAH.  

BAH II (Reserve Component/Transit) 

BAH-II (RC/T) is the housing allowance for members in particular circumstances, for 

example, reservists on active duty less than 30 days. It also applies when a member is in 

transit from selected areas where no prior BAH rate existed. It does not vary by geographic 

location. BAH-II (RC/T) was set based on the old Basic Allowance for Quarters (BAQ), which 

was based on the national average for housing. BAH-II is published annually and is 

determined by increasing the previous year's table by the percentage growth of housing 
costs. 

BAH-Diff  

BAH-DIFF is the housing allowance amount for a member who is assigned to single-type 

quarters and who is authorized a basic allowance for housing solely by reason of the 

member's payment of child support. A member is not entitled to BAH-DIFF if the monthly 

rate of that child support is less than the BAH-DIFF. BAH-DIFF is determined by the SECDEF 

and was equal to the difference between BAH-II with dependents and BAH-II without 

dependents in 1997 for the member's grade. BAH-Diff is published annually and is 

determined by increasing the previous year's table by the percentage growth of the military 

pay raise. For more information contact your finance office or consult Section 260416, 
Chapter 26 FMR.  



2009 Non-Locality BAH Rates 

Effective 1 January 2009 

  BAH RC/T     

RANK SINGLE 
RATE 

MARRIED 
RATE 

PARTIAL* 
RATE 

2009 
DIFFERENTIAL 

O-10  $    1,379.40   $    1,696.80  50.70  $          304.80  

O-9  $    1,379.40   $    1,696.80  50.70  $          304.80  

O-8  $    1,379.40   $    1,696.80  50.70  $          304.80  

O-7  $    1,379.40   $    1,696.80  50.70  $          304.80  

O-6  $    1,264.80   $    1,527.60  39.60  $          252.60  

O-5  $    1,218.00   $    1,472.40  33.00  $          243.60  

O-4  $    1,128.60   $    1,297.80  26.70  $          162.30  

O-3  $       905.10   $    1,074.00  22.20  $          162.00  

O-2  $       717.00   $       916.20  17.70  $          191.10  

O-1   $       615.30   $       820.50  13.20  $          207.00  

          

O3E  $       976.80   $    1,154.10  22.20  $          170.10  

O2E  $       830.40   $    1,041.30  17.70  $          203.40  

O1E  $       722.10   $       962.70  13.20  $          238.50  

          

W-5  $    1,146.60   $    1,253.40  25.20  $          101.40  

W-4  $    1,018.20   $    1,148.70  25.20  $          124.80  

W-3  $       856.20   $    1,053.00  20.70  $          188.70  

W-2  $       759.60   $       967.50  15.90  $          199.20  

W-1  $       636.90   $       837.30  13.80  $          192.90  

         $          255.00  

E-9  $       836.10   $    1,102.20  18.60  $          255.00  

E-8  $       767.70   $    1,017.00  15.30  $          238.80  

E-7  $       708.00   $       943.80  12.00  $          276.60  

E-6  $       654.00   $       872.10  9.90  $          267.00  

E-5  $       588.30   $       784.50  8.70  $          227.10  

E-4  $       511.50   $       681.90  8.10  $          196.80  

E-3  $       475.80   $       634.20  7.80  $          160.80  

E-2  $       453.30   $       604.50  7.20  $          215.40  

E-1>4  $       453.30   $       604.50  6.90  $          255.00  

E-1<4  $       453.30   $       604.50  6.90  $          255.00  

          



  

  

* Payment of the partial BAH RC/Transit rate to members of the 
uniformed services without dependents who, under Title 37 

U.S.C. 403(b) or (c) are not entitled to the full rate of BAH 
RC/Transit, are authorized by Title 37 U.S.C. 1009(c)(2) and Part IV 
of the Executive Order 11157, as amended.  BAH RC/Transit rates 
increase by the average increase in housing costs; BAH Diff rates 

increase by the increase in the basic pay raise. 

BAH RC/T rates increased by 6.9%. 

BAH Diff rates increased by 3.9%. 
 

  

  

 


