Q:  Who can impose non-judicial punishment? Can platoon leader impose Article 15? 

A:  Any “Commander” is authorized to exercise the disciplinary powers conferred by Article 15 (unless authority to impose non-judicial punishment has been limited or withheld).  In this case, the platoon leader is not “Commander”, but he may recommend his company commander to impose the Article 15 under UCMJ.  
Q: What are the commander’s disciplinary options? 

A:  Administrative Actions, non-judicial punishment, and courts-martial. 

Q: What is the maximum punishment of general court-martial? 

A: In a general court-martial, the maximum punishment is that set for each offense under the Manual for Courts-Martial (MCM), and may include death (for certain offenses), confinement, a dishonorable or bad conduct discharge for enlisted personnel, a dismissal for officers, or a number of other forms of punishment.

Q:  Does a person have to accept an article 15? What rights are given to a Soldier under Article 31? 
A:  No, he or she has the right to demand a trial by court martial. The rights given to a soldier under Article 31 are: the right to remain silent, the right to demand trial, and the right to an attorney. 
