IMSW-HOD-LA



SUBJECT:  Legal Assistance Services


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS III CORPS AND FORT HOOD

LEGAL ASSISTANCE DIVISION

1001 761ST TANK BATTALION AVENUE

FORT HOOD, TEXAS  76544-5008







AFZF-JA-LA
                                                                14 July 2008
MEMORANDUM FOR All Members of the Active and Retired Community

SUBJECT:  Legal Assistance Services

1.  GENERAL

a.  The III Corps Legal Assistance Office, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, III Corps and Fort Hood, is located in building 4617 on the corner of Santa Fe Avenue and 72nd Street.  For information call (254) 287-7901 or (254) 287-3199.  The III Corps Legal Assistance Office services active duty personnel and eligible family members in III Corps and non-divisional units, as well as all retirees and their eligible family members.  


b.  The 1st Cavalry Division Legal Assistance Office, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate is located in Room 1155, Building 18010. 1st Cavalry Division soldiers or family members in need of legal assistance should contact the office at (254) 287-0232 or (254) 287-6060.


c.  The 4th Infantry Division Legal Assistance Office, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, is located in Building 10045, on Battalion Avenue between 24th and 27th Streets.  For additional information call (254) 287-1850.  The 4th Infantry Division Legal Assistance Office services active duty personnel and eligible family members of 4th Infantry Division units.


d.  During periods when the legal assistance assets of  the 1st Cavalry Division and 4th Infantry Division deploy, legal assistance services for the soldiers and family members of the rear detachment will be provided by the III Corps Legal Assistance Office.


e.  Legal services are available to all active duty and retired personnel and their family members.  Legal assistance services, provided by licensed attorneys, include almost all services rendered by civilian attorneys, except representation in civilian court.


(1)  Legal assistance attorneys will not appear in civilian courts or give advice concerning private income producing activities.  Within these limitations, the legal assistance attorneys and staff may provide legal counseling, draft letters, draft wills and powers of attorney, provide notary service, negotiate legal disputes with third parties, review and explain legal documents (sales contracts, leases, court papers, etc), provide pro se assistance in limited situations, or make referrals to civilian attorneys when appropriate.


(2)  Services are provided on a walk-in or appointment basis, depending on the type of service needed and the policy of the servicing Legal Assistance Office.  Call your servicing Legal Assistance Office for specific information regarding operating hours and appointment procedures.


(3)  LEGAL ADVICE CANNOT BE GIVEN OVER THE PHONE unless the caller (client) has previously formed an attorney-client relationship during an appointment with the attorney on the same or a related matter.  The same attorney must be available for phone consultation.

2.  SERVICES PROVIDED

a.  Family Law

    Although unable to represent clients in local civilian courts, the Legal Assistance Office may provide counseling on the subjects described below:


(1)  Marriage - information on the various state requirements for marriage and advice on the legal effect of the change of status.


(2)  Annulments - information on the requirements for and the effects of voiding the marriage. In limited cases, the Legal Assistance Office can prepare the petition, waiver and decree so that you may appear pro se (as your own attorney) in an annulment action.  This service is limited to local courts.  


(3)  Divorce - counseling on all aspects of termination of the relationship, including spousal support.  Review of divorce documents received from other parties.  In limited cases, the Legal Assistance Office can prepare the petition, waiver and decree so that you may appear pro se in a divorce action.  This service is limited to local courts.  Additionally, we are unable to prepare divorce documents for you if you own real estate or have children of the marriage.  


(4)  Adoption - counseling on all aspects of adoption and termination of a parental relationship.  In limited cases, the Legal Assistance Office can prepare the termination of parental rights affidavit, petition, and decree so that you may appear pro se in an adoption action.  This service is limited to local courts.  


(5)  Name change (adult and child) - counseling on all aspects of name change.  In some cases, the Legal Assistance Office can prepare the name change documents so that you may appear pro se in a name change action.  This service is limited to local courts.

(6) The law relating to minor children and child support.


b.  Powers of Attorney and Advance Medical Directives

(1)  Legal assistance attorneys will advise clients about the concept of agency which is the basis of a power of attorney and explain the type of power of attorney the client needs.


(a)  General powers of attorney grant power to a person to act for the principal in all situations, provided the third party is willing to accept it.  These can be misused and, therefore, should be given with caution.


(b)  Special or limited powers of attorney grant only the powers specified in the document and reduce the risks of abuse.


(2)  Legal assistance attorneys may also provide information and counseling regarding the different types of advance medical directives and prepare the requested documents.     


(a)  A durable power of attorney for health care is a document authorizing someone to make health care decisions on your behalf should you be unable to make and communicate those decisions to your health care providers.  

(b)  A living will or directive to physicians tells your physician that you want to die naturally if you develop an illness or injury that cannot be cured, and allows you to refuse certain medical treatments or machines that keep your heart, lungs or kidneys working when they are unable to function on their own.

c.  Estate Planning


(1)  Wills - Legal assistance attorneys prepare simple wills.  As a matter of policy, the Legal Assistance Office does not prepare complex wills covering large estates or requiring multiple specific bequests.  We also do not undertake complex estate and estate tax planning or prepare trust documents.  We can also provide counseling about the need for a will and the law of intestacy (dying without a will).


(2)  Casualty Assistance - Legal assistance attorneys will advise clients on how to settle an estate, prepare a new will for a surviving spouse, and assist with insurance claims. 


d.  Consumer Law - Attorneys will give general advice and negotiate with businesses regarding problems arising from consumer transactions.


e.  Real Estate & Landlord Tenant - Legal assistance attorneys will review legal documents and provide general counseling and advice with regard to real estate matters.


f.  Review of Legal Documents - The Legal Assistance Office will assist clients by reviewing instruments such as contracts, deeds, and bills of sale, etc., for legal sufficiency.


g.  Military Administrative Actions - Legal assistance attorneys provide advice regarding adverse administrative actions by the military against individuals including letters of reprimand, bars to reenlistment, security clearance revocation, adverse evaluation reports, reports of survey, and soldier initiated separation (for hardship or pregnancy).


h.  Federal and State Income Tax Assistance - The Fort Hood Tax Center provides tax preparation for federal and state individual income tax returns.  Electronic filing is available for federal income tax returns.  Call (254) 288-7995 for information on hours and location of tax center.  Tax assistance is provided year round, after 15 April, assistance is available at the III Corps Legal Assistance office on an appointment basis.  

3.  AREAS IN WHICH LEGAL ASSISTANCE CANNOT BE PROVIDED

a.  Legal assistance attorneys cannot advise clients about claims against the federal government.


b.  The Legal Assistance Office will not provide assistance to businesses for profit, (i.e.) income generating activities.


c.  The Legal Assistance Office cannot advise any person or entity that is ineligible for legal assistance under AR 27-3.

4.  BENEFITS AVAILABLE TO WIDOWS OR WIDOWERS OF RETIREES

a.  Widows and widowers of retirees are entitled to the same Legal Assistance services as the retiree.


b.  They are also entitled to survivor assistance as part of the Survivor Assistance Program.  To obtain this assistance, the widow or widower should contact the Casualty Assistance Office at the nearest military installation immediately upon the retiree’s death.  The Fort Hood Casualty Assistance Office may be reached at (254) 287-7200.



  //Original Signed//


KARIN M. CHELLURI


MAJ, JA



Chief, Legal Assistance
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