Agency Adoptions
Agency adoptions involve the placement of a child with adoptive parents by a public agency, or by a private agency licensed or regulated by the state. Public agencies generally place children who have become wards of the state for reasons such as orphanage, abandonment or abuse. Private agencies are often run by charities or social service organizations. Children placed through private agencies are usually brought to the agency by parents that have or are expecting a child who they want to give up for adoption. 

Independent Adoptions

In an independent adoption (or private adoption), a child is placed with adoptive parents without the involvement of an agency. Some independent adoptions involve a direct arrangement between the birthparents and the adoptive parents, while others involve an intermediary such as an attorney, doctor or clergyperson. Whether or not an intermediary is used, an attorney is essential. Most states allow independent adoptions, though many regulate them quite carefully. Independent adoptions are not allowed in Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts and Minnesota. 

Identified Adoptions

An identified, or designated, adoption is one in which the adopting parents locate a birth mother (or the other way around), and then ask an adoption agency to take over the rest of the adoption process. In this way, the process is a hybrid of an independent and an agency adoption. Prospective parents are spared the waiting lists of agencies by finding the birth parents themselves, but reap the other benefits of agencies, such as their experience with adoption legalities and their counseling services. Everyone may simply feel more comfortable if an agency is involved. Plus, identified adoptions provide an alternative to parents in states that ban independent adoptions. 

International Adoptions

In an international adoption, the adoptive parents adopt a child who is a citizen of a foreign country. In addition to satisfying the adoption requirements of both the foreign country and the parents' home state in the U.S., the parents must obtain an immigrant visa for the child through the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service. The INS has its own rules for international adoptions, such as the requirement that the adoptive parents be either married or, if single, at least 25 years old. The INS also requires adoptive parents to complete several forms and submit a favorable home study report. Finally, you must apply for U.S. citizenship for the child; it is not granted automatically. 

Relative Adoptions

When a child is related to the adoptive parent by blood or marriage, the adoption is a relative adoption. The most common example of this type of adoption is a stepparent adoption, in which a parent's new spouse adopts a child from a previous partner. Grandparents often adopt their grandchildren if the parents die while the children are minors. These adoptions are usually easier and simpler than non-relative adoptions. 

This information paper is intended only for general information.  You should contact a Legal Assistance Attorney for all specific questions.
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