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Our JAG Corps Regimental History

Warrant Officers have short,
but distinguished history in our
Regiment

There have been judge advo-
cates since 1775, and noncommis-
sioned officers assigned to our
Corps since 1918. The Warrant Offi-
cers (WO) rank was not created in
the Army until 1918, and warrants
did not join the JAG Department until
the 1920s.

We do not know who served as
the first WO in the Corps. We do
know, however, that Lt. Col. Peter
Koster, who served in the JAG De-
partment after February 1942 and
who died in 1944 while a Japanese
prisoner of war, accepted an ap-
pointment as a WO (junior grade),
Regular Army, on August 24, 1921.
Koster remained on active duty as a
WO and was promoted to Chief WO,
Regular Army on 30 October 1941.
This was the highest WO grade at
the time. CWO Koster was on active
duty with the JAG Department in the
Philippine Islands when World War Il
broke out. CWO Koster was later
commissioned as a judge advocate.

Meanwhile, there were WOs with
combat units in Europe, too. At the
1st Infantry Division, for example,
WO junior grade Robert E. Oberwet-
ter waded ashore at Normandy on
June 7, 1944. He subsequently
drafted court-martial charges and
interviewed witnesses for a number
of trials conducted in France in
1944.

In the 1950s and 1960s, WOs
entered the Corps from the NCO

CWO McPherson was a legal
administrator at The JAG School
in the 1950s.

legal clerk ranks and from other
fields. For example, CW3 Cedric
Woodruff, who retired from active
duty in 1972, entered the Corps as a
WO1 in June 1962—from the Trans-
portation Corps, where he was serv-
ing as a SSG/E-6.

Until August 30, 1970, when a
two-week “WO Course No. 1” con-
vened at The Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s School, all WOs learned on-
the-job. Then, as today, their princi-
pal duty as “legal administrators”
was to keep the SJA office running
smoothly. About 75 percent of the
work related to military justice—
signing court martial convening or-
ders, reviewing records of ftrial, ar-
ranging travel for witnesses, drafting
letters of reprimand, etc. Keeping up
the law library was also a major re-

Some other milestones in JA WO
development:

e Until October 1984, 71D MOS
NCOs selected to be JA warrants
simply pinned on the WO1 rank
and affixed the distinctive “eagle
rising” badge to caps;

o After 1984, all newly appointed JA
WOs attended a WO entry course
at Fort Sill, Okla., Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground, Md., or Fort Rucker,
Ala.

o After 1986, all WOs were commis-
sioned upon promotion to CW2
(AUS);

e As of October 1992, all JA WO
selectees had to successfully com-
plete WO Candidate School prior
to pinning on their WO1 rank and
proceeding to the WO Basic
Course;

¢ In October 1992, the Army created
the CW5 rank; in the Corps, the
first Legal Administrator to attain
that rank was CW5 Rosauro L.
Lindogan;

e In 1993, both the active and RC
WO Candidate Schools were con-
solidated at Fort Rucker, Ala.
(where they remain today);

e The first female Warrant Officer in
the Corps was Nila H. DeVies.

Today, the JA WOs may continue
to be relatively small in numbers, but
they remain indispensable to the
future of the Corps.

By Mr. Fred Borch, JAGC

Historian, TJAGLCS

sponsibility. The remaining 25 per- | Ig4
cent of the WO duty day was de- |§

voted to office management func- |~

tions. After the mid-1980s, however,

with the explosion of information |

technology in the workplace, some | 8

WOs discovered that much of their
duty day was spent dealing with
computers and other technology is-
sues.

JAGC Warrant Officer Course No. 1
was held at the Red Cross Center in
Charlottesville, Va., from 30 August
to 11 September 1970.
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