241st Birthday (2016)

HISTORY
OF THE
JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S CORPS
(READ BY Junior JA)

	Good morning / afternoon ______________________________________________________________________, Honored Guests, Friends and Families.

	Today, we celebrate the 241st birthday of the Judge Advocate General’s Corps.

	As Army lawyers, we can trace our lineage proudly back to the earliest days of our nation.  On July 29, 1775, the Second Continental Congress, using Britain as a model, elected John Adam’s law pupil, William Tudor, to be The Judge Advocate of the Army, a $20.00 a month position. The following year, Congress changed the title of Tudor’s office to ‘Judge Advocate General,’ making him the first in a long line of Army Judge Advocates General.

	During the Revolutionary War, Congress appointed Judge Advocates as necessary from time to time, with about 15 judge advocates serving during the war.  These included Captain John Marshall who later served as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

	The second Judge Advocate General of the Army, Colonel John Laurance, who was appointed in 1777, took part in many famous courts-martial, including those of General Charles Lee, Major General Benedict Arnold, and British Major John André.  During this period, it was not unusual for a single Judge Advocate in a court-martial to serve as prosecutor, legal advisor to the court, and “friend” to the accused.  Colonel Laurance and Major André are, in fact, the subjects of the first JAG Corps Regimental print.

	In 1802, the position of The Judge Advocate and most of the other staff positions in the active Army were abolished as part of the Army’s first post-war draw-down; in this instance orchestrated by President Thomas Jefferson.  In fact, after the draw-down, the entire Army staff consisted of one brigadier general, his aide, an adjutant-inspector, a chief paymaster and his assistants, and two surgeons.  During this period, most legal functions of the military were transferred to the various state militias.

	In 1849, Congress reestablished the position of Judge Advocate of the Army and in 1862 new legislation permitted the appointment of a corps of Judge Advocates.  

Thirty-three Judge Advocates were appointed – most of them to field assignments.  Brigadier General Joseph Holt, the Judge Advocate General throughout the war, served as co-prosecutor in the Lincoln assassination trials.  

	Following the Civil War, the Corps again decreased in size, but also took on expanded responsibilities.  This included service on courts of inquiry; one of the most notable being the inquiry into the massacre of General Custer’s forces at Little Big Horn.  

	When the United States entered World War I, the JAG Department, the forerunner to today’s JAG Corps, expanded to 426 officers, many of whom were Reserve Judge Advocates and not always limited to pure legal duties.  Colonel Blanton Winship’s service as a Judge Advocate in the 1st Army in France, for example, included time as the commander of an infantry regiment where he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in combat.

	World War II saw the beginning of the greatest expansion in JAG Corps history.  While there were about 100 Judge Advocates in 1940, there were some 2,500 Army lawyers by 1945.  Our military legal practice also dramatically expanded, extending into areas beyond the traditional criminal law practice, to now include contracts, claims, real estate law, legal assistance, and other areas associated with post-war nation building.

The 1950s saw Judge Advocates in Korea, serving with units in combat, participating in the cease fire negotiations, and writing the armistice that still today preserves the peace on the Korean peninsula. The 1950s also witnessed a revolution in military justice, as Congress enacted the UCMJ and The Judge Advocate General’s School moved to Charlottesville.  

In the 1960s and 1970s, the helicopter took Judge Advocates to clients and courtrooms in forward combat areas of Vietnam.  Other Judge Advocates stood watch at the Iron Curtain in Europe.  

	Army legal professionals have stood by the side of commanders and clients ever since, in Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf, Somalia, Rwanda, Haiti, and the Balkans.

More recently, Army lawyers, Legal Administrators, and Noncommissioned Officer Paralegals began serving in Afghanistan in 2001 and in Iraq in 2003.  To date, more than 500 officers and non-commissioned officers from the Active and Reserve Components, and National Guard have deployed as part of both Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.  A significant number have deployed more than once in support of these operations.

For more than ten years, trial and defense counsel, and military judges, have tried courts-martial in a combat environment, approaching 1000 cases tried since May 2003.

Most recently, with the deployment of members of the Regiment to Afghanistan and Iraq, Judge Advocates have provided direct support to extensive Rule of Law projects spanning the full range of Stability Operations. Among other things, such projects have included development of both facilities and personnel infrastructure as well as training for police, courts and corrections personnel. The success of these projects has been directly enabled by members of the Regiment who routinely dedicated long hours in dangerous places to forge solid personal relationships and make rule of law work. These Rule of Law efforts continue today, not only in Southwest Asia but also in Central and South America, and in Africa.

We have suffered grievous losses in these recent conflicts: Chief Warrant Officer Five Sharon Swartworth, Sergeant Major Cornell Gilmore, Sergeant Michael Merila, Corporal Sasha Struebel, Major Michael Martinez, and Corporal Coty Phelps.  All died while serving our nation.  Many others were wounded in support of these operations.  Reflective of our warrior ethos, our Soldiers will always place the mission first, never quit and never leave a fallen comrade behind.
  
Today, Army legal professionals are active on all fronts in our nation’s battle against terrorism. Our Judge Advocates advise commanders on joint and coalition operations, Rule of Law, the exercise and administration of military justice in combat, and detention operations. They also provide legal support during complex tactical operations and strategic transitions. 

	From the fields of Lexington and Concord to Mountains and deserts of Afghanistan and Iraq, Judge Advocates, Legal Administrators, Noncommissioned Officers Paralegals, and civilians can be proud of their outstanding history of support to the men and women of our armed forces. As the Corps moves through the second decade of the Twenty-first Century, it is appropriate that we pause and reflect on the proud accomplishments of Colonel Tudor, our fallen comrades and the men and women of our Regiment over the past 241 years.
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