Ethics Gram:  Inviting Junk e-mail into DoD Offices

- DoD Directive 5500-7.R, section 2-301, permits supervisors to authorize personnel to use Government computers that are connected to the internet for personal reasons under certain circumstances.  http://www.dod.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/ethics_regulation/  One limitation on such unofficial use is that it may not overburden the email communication system. Section 2-301(a)(2)(e).  One way to "overburden" the system is by making your office email address available to commercial vendors who may exploit it.  


- It is best to limit dissemination of official e-mail addresses to those with an official purpose.  As many commercial enterprises sell lists of e-mail addresses, any use of the official e-mail address can cause an unacceptable, unwanted and burdensome amount of spam. This can result in "overburdening" the communication system violating 2-301.
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