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The National Center for Biotechnology Information 
(NCBI) developed PubMed®1 as a free gateway to the 
National Library of Medicine’s MEDLINE® system, a 
database of over eighteen million citations and abstracts 
from biomedical literature.  PubMed® contains over twenty 
million citations from MEDLINE®, and additional 
life/general science and chemistry journals.  In addition to 
citations and abstracts, a subset of PubMed® records links to 
free full-text articles from life science journal publishers.2  
Military lawyers might find PubMed® especially useful for 
evaluating medical cases involving depression, suicide, or 
for learning more about post-traumatic stress disorder.  
 

The PubMed® home page provides quick links to user 
guides and tutorials.  Enter search terms in the basic search 
box to run a search.  A list of relevant citations appears, as 
well as links to documents broken down by free full text and 
reviews.  For example, a search for combat wound brings 
up a list of citations with links to the article abstracts and 
full-text, if available.  Click on a citation to find the abstract, 
full citation, authors, publisher, and full text availability.  If 
the full-text of the article is not available for free, a link to 
the publisher website is provided.  The Related Citations box 
is also a helpful feature for finding related citations to an 
article on point.  
 

The Advanced Search offers users the ability to build a 
search using fields such as journal, author, title, and text 
word.  Limits in search terms can further narrow a search by 

                                                 
1 PUBMED.GOV, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/ (last visited Mar. 
24, 2011). 
2 PUBMED:  CATALOG OF MEDICAL LITERATURE, NCBI FACT SHEETS, 
ftp://ftp.ncbi.nih.gov/pub/factsheets/Factsheet_PubMed.pdf (last visited 
Mar. 24, 2011). 

human or animal study, language, sex, age, or type of article 
(editorial, clinical trial, review, letter, etc.).  One can also 
narrow searches by full text or free full text availability.  
Researchers can email the results, save to a file, clipboard or 
a collection for later reference.   
 

The My NCBI feature on PubMed® is another free 
gateway that enables one to save searches for future use, set 
search preferences and filters, and to setup email alerts on a 
topic.  This is a particularly useful tool to stay abreast of a 
particular topic, find new articles on a subject, and to save 
search results for later reference.  Users can also save 
searches to prevent the need to reconstruct a search.   
 

Other PubMed® tools include the Single Citation 
Matcher, which is a quick way to locate the abstract and link 
to the full text of an article if one has part of an article 
citation.  The Clinical Queries feature limits searches to 
studies of particular disorders by diagnosis, therapy or 
prognosis.  PubMed® Mobile is a new beta web interface for 
mobile users and offers a very basic search screen, easy for 
researchers to use on the go.   
 

For extensive PubMed® use, The NCBI Handbook3 is 
available online and provides in-depth information on 
PubMed® databases and content.  Look for future PubMed® 
enhancements and news through the PubMed® Really 
Simple Syndication (RSS) feed, PubMed® New and 
Noteworthy.4 

 
 

                                                 
3 THE NCBI HANDBOOK (Jo McEntyre & Jim Ostell eds., 2002), NAT’L 
CTR. FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY INFO., http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK 
21101/. 
4 PUBMED NEW AND NOTEWORTHY, NAT’L CTR. FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY 
INFO., http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/feed/rss.cgi?ChanKey=PubMedNews 
(last visited Mar. 24, 2011). 
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