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SUBJECT:  New Judge Advocate Assignments

1.  Enclosed are two lists of judge advocates assigned to 34th ID units: Servicing Judge Advocates and Legal Assistance Attorneys.  Servicing Judge Advocates are available to provide services to Commanders and their staffs; Legal Assistance Attorneys are available to provide services to soldiers.  

2.  You can also find these lists, and other helpful legal information, on our website at http://www.jagcnet.army.mil/MNARNG.  If you forget this address, the site is accessible through the Minnesota Army National Guard Homepage by clicking on the quick link to “JAG.”

3.  Servicing Judge Advocates.  Commanders should consult with Servicing Judge Advocates on all adverse personnel actions, reports of survey, 15-6 investigations, or other issues of military law.  You may use your Servicing Judge Advocate to deliver briefings to your unit or staff on issues relating to military law.  I would also encourage you to invite your Servicing Judge Advocate to quarterly readiness briefings, changes of command, or other occasions that provide the judge advocate with an opportunity to meet and integrate into your staff.

4.  Legal Assistance Attorneys.  Refer your soldiers who require legal assistance to the Legal Assistance Attorneys on the enclosed list.  Full-time soldiers, and M-Day soldiers on active duty for 30 days or more, receive the full array of legal assistance services.  Legal assistance to other soldiers is limited to issues relating to pre-mobilization legal readiness (wills, powers of attorney, SGLI, Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act, and Re-employment Rights), or military administrative matters (rebuttals to reports of survey, written reprimands, line of duty reports).  Legal Assistance Attorneys will not advise soldiers on military justice matters.

5.  Military Justice Defense Counsel.  Your Servicing Judge Advocate can assist you in obtaining a judge advocate to advise your soldiers on the following issues: nonjudicial punishment, court-martial, reduction actions, 15-6 investigations, and involuntary separation actions (i.e. urinalysis cases).  

6.  If you have any questions regarding the delivery of legal services to your unit, please do not hesitate to contact the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, MAJ Mike Tow (507) 235-2529, or contact me directly at (952) 992-8546.
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