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I.  Introduction





You are about to embark on an honorable and very rewarding career in the  Judge Advocate General’s  (JAG) Corps.  In the coming months there will be a whirlwind of information thrown at you.  This paper is written to introduce incoming direct commissioned JAG officers to the Minnesota Army National Guard.





II.  The Application Process.





The application process can take from three months to one year.  Typically, it takes around nine months.  You should follow up on your application at least every three months to make certain it is being processed.





III.  Recognition Board/Oath of Office.





Once your application is approved by the National Guard Bureau, you will be ordered to appear before a Federal Recognition Board.  The board consists of three soldiers.  They will ask basic questions. After the Board approves you and grants Federal recognition, you will take the Oath of Office.





IV.  Uniforms





Now that you have taken the oath and have been granted Federal recognition as a 1LT in the Minnesota Army National Guard, you now must look the part.  You will receive a $200.00 uniform allowance.  While the allowance is helpful, it will not cover all of your costs.  You should plan on spending approximately $600.00 on your uniforms. Here is what you need:





	A.  Battle Dress Uniform (BDU)





This is your “Class C” uniform.  The BDU is a camouflage fatigue uniform and is the uniform you will typically wear to Drill and Annual Training.  You can purchase the BDU at the Fort Snelling, Camp Ripley or Fort McCoy post exchange (PX).  The BDU consists of the following:


	


	 1.  BDU top


	 2.  BDU bottom


	 3.  BDU cover (cap)


	 4.  Black socks


	 5.  Black boots


	 6.  JAG subdued insignia


	 7.  First Lieutenant subdued insignia (black bar)


	 8.  First Lieutenant bright insignia silver bar (for cover)


	 9.  U.S. Army patch


           10.  Name patch


           11.  Subdued “Red Bull” patch


           12.  Black Belt-Subdued buckle


           13.  Ear plugs





My advice is to buy two summer weight BDUs and one winter weight BDU.





	B.  Class B Uniform





The class B uniform is worn at semi-formal events such as the on-site training course that the JAG attends each year.  The class B uniform consists of the following:





	 1.  Black Sweater


	 2.  Class A dress pant/skirt


	 3.  Light green dress shirt


	 4.  Black tie (optional)


	 5.  Black dress sock/hose


	 6.  Black dress shoe


	 7.  White undershirt


	 8.  First lieutenant boards/epaulets for sweater (pair)+shirt - black with gold insignia


	 9.  JAG insignia-crest is worn on sweater/JAG affiliation pin may be worn on green shirt.


           10.  Name badge


           11.  Class B cover (Garrison Cap or fore and AFT cap)


           12.  Silver ILT bar


           13.  Black belt with brass buckle





	C.  Class A Uniform





The Class A uniform is the formal uniform worn at select occasions.  In addition to the Class B uniform, the Class A uniform consists of the following:





	 1.  Green jacket


	 2.  JAG insignia


	 3.  Unit crest (2)


	 4.  Unit (“Red Bull”) patch


	 5.  US (2) insignia


	 6.  Regimental Crest

















	D.  Physical Training (PT) Uniform





Physical Training is a very important aspect of your army career.  You must wear your Army PT uniform whenever conducting physical training on any army base.  The PT uniform consists of the following: The T-shirt can only be worn with the shorts, and the sweats can only be worn with the jacket.  No interchanging.





	1.  Gray “Army” T-shirt


	2.  Gray shorts


	3.  Gray sweat pants


	4.  Gray sweat “Army” sweatshirt


	5.  White socks


	6.  Running shoes


	7.  Liner (optional, must be approved style)





V.  Paperwork and Supplies





Welcome to the Army, please sign here, here and here. Once you join, there are a number of forms you should complete in the G-1 personnel office.  This includes:





1.  SGLI Insurance


2.  Military identification card


3.  Spouse Military identification card


4.  Income insurance (optional)





Ask the Unit Administrator for any other forms that you will need to complete.  Anything you lose you will need to pay for.  You should also pick up the following equipment from supply:





  1.  Kevlar (helmet)


  2.  LBE


  3.  Canteen


  4.  Poncho


  5.  Parka


  6.  Duffel


  7.  Back pack


  8.  Tent


  9.  Sleeping bag


10.  Shovel


11.  Flashlight


12.  Poncho liner














13.  Jacket liner


14.  Mittens


15.  Ear plugs








VI.  Basic Requirements





	A.  Drill





Our unit drills are one weekend a month at the Rosemount Armory located on South Robert Trail.  We also will drill at different locations throughout Minnesota on an as needed basis.





	


	B.  Annual Training (AT)





AT usually takes place at Camp Ripley, which is five (5) miles north of Little Falls, Minnesota and about twenty(20) miles South of Brainerd, Minnesota.  Attached is a map of Camp Ripley, including phone numbers.  You must complete 15 days of AT per year.  For your first year, normally your basic course will take the place of AT.





	C.  APFT





Depending on your age you will be required to do a certain amount of push-ups and sit-ups within a two minute period.  You also must run two miles in a certain amount of time.


You should be prepared to do approximately 40 pushups, 40 situps, and a two-mile run in approximately 16 minutes.





	D.  Firing





You will be required to qualify on the M-16 range.  To qualify you must hit 23 out of 40 pop-up targets.





VII.  Officer Basic Course (OBC)





One of your first assignments will be to complete OBC.  You must complete OBC before you are MOS qualified.  OBC consists of two phases.  Phase I is an introduction to the Military and takes place at Fort Lee, Virginia.  Fort Lee is about twenty (20) miles Southeast of Richmond, Virginia.  Phase II is a correspondence course through The Judge Advocate General School (TJAGSA) at the University of Virginia at Charlottesville.





	














A.  Phase I





The first thing you need to do is register for OBC.  You can get the forms from SFC Aldrich.  I recommend sending in the forms yourself so that you are assured that they are sent in.  The address is :





	Department of the Army


	The Judge Advocate General School


	Charlottesville, VA 22903-1781





The phone number is 1-800-552-3978.  I suggest you speak with Alan Beechum.





Once you have been accepted, follow up with the unit to make sure your orders are cut authorizing you to go.  You can go by your “privately owned vehicle” (POV) or fly.  I recommend flying out there.  You will be flown into Richmond, VA.  The airport in Richmond is not very large.  Your orders may allow you to rent a car.  Otherwise, you can catch a cab right outside the front door (cost=$20.00).  I recommend Groome Transportation Service (1-800-552-7911 / 804-748-0770).  Remember, frequent flyer points belong to the government, my recommendation is to not even give the airline your number.





You will stay at Fort Lee Lodging or a hotel near to the base.  Fort Lee Lodging is located at :





	Building P-8025, Mahone Avenue


	Fort Lee, VA 23801-5200


	1-800-403-8533





Once you are checked in at Fort Lee, you probably will not have a lot of free time between 0530 to 1730.  Among the things you will be doing are:





	 1.  Inprocessing


	 2.  Dental exam


	 3.  Medical exam


	 4.  Uniform purchasing


	 5.  Wear of the Uniform


	 6.  Military courtesy


	 7.  Intro to SJA


	 8.  Temporary issue of equipment


	 9.  Military Ethics


           	                                    10.  Gas chamber (NBC)





                                               11.  Physical training (PT)


                                               12.  Drill and ceremony


                                               13.  Map reading


                                               14.  9mm training


                                               15.  M16A2 training


                                               16.  9mm range


                                              17.  M16A2 range


                                              18.  Marksmanship training


          	                                  19.  Land navigation.





I recommend bringing any Military dental and medical records that you have, as you may be able to avoid any unnecessary exams. While you will be busy, you will also have fun and meet some very talented attorneys. Attached is a map of Fort Lee.





	B.  Phase II.





Once you complete Phase I you should immediately enroll in the OBC correspondence course by completing DA Form 145 and returning it to the above-stated JAG School address.  Once Phase II is completed you are MOS qualified and you are on your way to a successful military career.





VIII.  Legal Sources.





There are a number of legal resources available to JAG officers.  These include:





	A.  The Internet. 





The JAG Internet page is found at HTTP://www.JAGC.ARMY.MIL.  This cite links to most legal cites you need.





	B.  Bulletin Board System (BBS)





The BBS provides a wide range of material in all areas of Military law.  The BBS software can be down loaded form the JAG Internet Site.  The JAG BBS phone number is 1-800-320-8911.





	C.  E-Mail.





Dr. Mark Foley, Chief Personnel Actions Office, the Guard  and Reserve Affairs is very helpful with computer research. He can be reached at FHRTS@Prodigy.Com.





LTC Randy L. Wolf is also very helpful.  He can be reached at WOOFRLTC@JAGC.ARMY.MIL.











	 D.  Library





There is also a small library at the JAG office in Rosemount, Minnesota.





IX.  Acronyms





You will quickly learn that the Army has an acronym for just about everything.  I have included just a few in this paper.  The following will help you get introduced to this new language:





OER-  Officer Evaluation Report


TAG- The Adjutant General


G1- Assistant Chief of Staff for Personnel


G2- Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence


G3- Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations/ Plans


G4- Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics


G5- Assistant Chief of Staff for Civil Affairs


MOS- Military Occupational Specialty


TJAG- The Judge Advocate General


TJAGSA- The JAG School


PX- Post Exchange


DOI- Date of Introduction


DOR- Date of Rank


POV- Privately owned vehicle


HHC- Headquarter and Headquarter Company


BN- Battalion


BDE- Brigade


AVN- Aviation


INF- Infanty


HQ- Headquarters


FA- Field Artilery


DISCOM- Division Support Command


BDU- Battle Dress Uniform


BOQ- Bachelon Officer Quarters


MRE.- Meal, Ready to Eat


Space A - Space Available, travel/quarters


TDY- Temporary Duty


MNARNG- Minnesota Army National Guard


NBC- Nuclear, biological, chemical








Suggested Readings:





1.  Gateway to Practice (handout)





2.  Army Officers Guide





3.  Army Dictionary and Desk Reference





4.  Temporary Military Lodging around the World





5.  Military R.V., Camping & Recreational Areas around the World.





X. Conclusion





As you can see, there is a lot to learn in a short period of time.  My final advice is to be proactive.  Good Luck!





